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Dear Friend, 
 
The Sarah Forslund Fund is investing in young people this year. Your 

participation is supporting kids, teens and young adults as they begin 

engaging in the world around them to not just look out for themselves 

but for their broader community. It is perhaps more important now than 

ever that young people learn and experience the restorative power of the 

natural world and are empowered to make a positive difference in our 

world.  

In essence this is what the Sarah Forslund Fund for Environmental Leadership has always been 

about, because it is what Sarah was about. Not being broken by the negative, the uphill battles, the 

seeming enormity of the challenges. But rather seeing the potential, the care and hope in all people 

for health, beauty and peace.  

Of all of Sarah's words and deeds, the one that rings in my head most often is her description of 

Vermonters and her assessment as to why the environmental conservation ethic is so strong here. 

"Everyone has their own mountain," she told me. Back living in Vermont for the past 9 years, I see 

what she saw. And it starts young. As families seek out their favorite places for hikes, skis, swims, 

picnics and family events, often there is a Vermont mountain that frames it. In this time of global 

news, commerce and strife, those firm, certain places of serenity, joy and inspiration are ever more 

important. And in an ever growing time of urbanization, finding ways to connect our next 

generation to the natural world and helping them see how they can make a difference could be a 

critical tipping point.  

In its own small way, the Sarah Forslund Fund seeks to be one of those tipping points. This year, 

with your support, the Fund has honored Sarah's legacy by investing in young people at three 

different points in their lives with our grants: 

 $2,000 to Wild Nature Institute to meet their goal for printing Juma the Giraffe for Tanzanian 

schoolchildren. The book is the second in an ongoing series of children’s educational materials 

that teach ecological and social lessons, build national pride in Tanzanian wildlife and motivate 

children to learn about their natural world. The book also promotes literacy as it is written in 

both English and Swahili and will be distributed to children in East Africa & the US. Juma the 

Giraffe centers on the universal theme of individuality while at the same time teaching about 

giraffe ecology and conservation. Green Corps alumna, Monica Bond, was inspired to write Juma 

the Giraffe while identifying and tracking wild giraffes using their unique spot patterns to 

understand individual movements and survival.  

http://www.wildnatureinstitute.org/childrens-books.html
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 $2,000 to Sierra Academy of Expeditionary Learning, a new tuition-free public high school 

asking their students to develop meaningful, authentic work and to push beyond what they once 

thought was possible through a unique curriculum model that incorporates project-based, hands-

on, college preparatory academics with embedded service, fieldwork, and adventure. Their 

service learning approach encourages students at the moment they are becoming young adults to 

discover the world and help to preserve, protect, and support it. Sarah & Tom's son Wes 

enrolled this year as a freshman. Our grant will support the school's extensive field work. 

 $6,000 to Green Corps to provide young folks as they are embarking upon their career with 

training to become leaders who possess the skills, temperament and commitment to address the 

environmental and community challenges ahead. Green Corps was how we launched our 

careers, alongside Sarah, and there are so many things we learned then that we are still utilizing 

in our work almost 25 years later! 

 

Do join us in believing in the world we all want and know we need. "Be the change you want to see 

in the world," is often quoted. With this year's grants, we are being that change. Believing in our 

youth, our neighbors and the ability of all of our communities across this country to positively 

address the challenges facing the world together.  

Our goal, once again, is to raise $10,000 in contributions. So please add your contribution to our 

shared effort - by check using the enclosed envelope or online at www.sierrafund.org. (Just click 

Donate Now and select Sarah Forslund Fund as the Program Designation.) 

Thanks for being a part of this circle that continues to embrace Sarah, her family and her mission. 

 

In gratitude,  

Laura Olsen 

Board Co-Chair 

Rebecca (Dinwoodie) Flynn 

Board Co-Chair 

 

 

P.S. – See www.jumathegiraffe.com to purchase copies of Juma the Giraffe and associated classroom 

materials for young people, libraries or classrooms you know. 

http://www.sierraacademy.net/
http://www.greencorps.org/
http://www.sierrafund.org/
http://www.jumathegiraffe.com/
http://www.jumathegiraffe.com/

